CAMARET BAY
be expected or imagined, it has given the enemy time, upon the
alarm, to make preparations to oppose them. Therefore may it
not be convenient that the General [ToUemache] should not be
tied up too strictly by his orders, that in case he has the good
fortune to do service there, he may also have liberty, if approved
of by a council of war of general officers, both of land and sea, to
attempt any other place that by good information they may hope
for success upon ? Or, in case the opposition they meet with at
Brest be so great that they can hope for little success, why may
they not run to Port Louis, where I am told it is feasible to
destroy, if not their ships, their magazines of stores ? l
This warning by the Commander-in-Chief to the Admiralty
emphasized the Queen's instructions to ToUemache of
May ii, which were in the most general terms.
. . . And when you shall come to the Rendezvous appointed,
or shall otherwise join the Admiral of our Fleet, you are to advise
with our said Admiral, how our said Forces may best be em-
ployed for our service, and for annoying the Enemy; and what
shall be agreed upon between You and Our said Admiral; or in
his absence between You and the Commander in Chief of such
ships as our said Admiral shall send with You, You are to put in
execution accordingly.2
In the first week of June Russell sailed with the whole fleet
for the Mediterranean. He dropped Berkeley, with a squadron
of transports containing seven thousand men, off Brest. On
June 7 this squadron stood into Camaret Bay. The heavy
fire of mortars from the shore batteries showed at once that
the place was in the fullest state of defence and preparedness.
At the council of war Lord Cutts, already an officer of proved
daring, afterwards Marlborough's famous " Salamander/'
urged caution. He volunteered himself to go ashore with
fifty grenadiers and test the severity of the fire. But Tolle-
mache seemed strangely set upon the attempt. He recognized
the danger; " the die, however," he said," is cast; we cannot
in honour retreat." Such a mood was, having regard to his
orders, as unreasonable as stout-hearted. The Admirals would
not be cold when the General was thus ardent. Accordingly
1 Bucclcuch Papers, H.Af.C,ii, 71.        a $.P.(Dom)> Admiralty Entry Book, 205.
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